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Check out our Socials!

SmugMug:
grchs.smugmug.com

Instagram:
@grcsmokesignals

Twitter: 
@GRCnewspaper

Facebook:
@GRC Smoke Signals 
    Student Media

Online:
grcsmokesignals.net

Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com

Student News Source:
� e Student News Source app is a direct plug to our Student News Online 
(SNO) website. On our website, you can � nd stories, reviews, hype videos, and 
more! To stay connected with all things Smoke Signals, download the app in the 
app store or by using the QR code below, and search George Rogers Clark High 
School within the app. 

N ote:  S ome sites/ a p p s a r e bl oc k ed on  the sc hool  n etw or k .



�e famous Jamie Keene, named 
new head principal, has bright plans 
for years to come at GRC. He has 
been in education for a total of 18 
years and is going into his 12th year 
at GRC. 

GRC is excited to start the journey 
with Mr. Keene but even more
excited to get to know him on a
new level.  

What is your favorite thing about 
GRC?
A: Building relationships with
students, sta�, and members of the 
community, and trying to make a 
positive impact on all.

What made you want to take the job 
as principal?
A: I felt after eleven years as an
assistant principal at GRC that I was 
ready and that I had plenty to o�er 
our school. 

What’s something you plan on doing 
that has never been done at GRC 
before?
A: I feel like we already do so much 
that hasn’t been done in quite some 
time but what I am most excited 
about is our “Di�erence Maker” 
opportunity.

What was your most embarrassing 
moment when you were in high 
school?
A: My dad was an assistant principal 
at my high school.  �e high school 
very much believed in corporal 
punishment.  One day I think I was 
tardy or left when I wasn’t supposed 
to or something like that.  So my dad 
took great joy in calling the entire 
o�ce sta� in to watch the corporal 
punishment. 

What is your proudest moment
since becoming principal?
A: I’ve been talking about how it 
takes someone to make the �rst
move to start a movement. I really 
feel like we have started a movement 
of excitement, positivity, and
inclusion.  Just watching things
begin to transform to our “ALL IN”
commitment makes me proud.

What is your favorite song/who is 
your favorite artist?
A: I love di�erent types of music.  
Some of my favorite songs are: 
Bohemian Rhapsody, Desperado, 
Don’t Stop Believin’, Purple Rain, 
Boot Scootin Boogie, Sold, He 
Stopped Loving Her Today, What a 
Day �at Will Be, Amazing Grace, 
and Old Rugged Cross. Some of my 
favorite artists are: Journey, Eagles, 
CCR, Rod Stewart, Garth Brooks, 
George Strait, Alan Jackson, Chris 
Stapleton, and George Jones.

If you could have dinner with anyone 
dead or alive, who would it be?
A: My mother.  She was always my 
biggest fan and I miss her dearly.
I would love to be able to have dinner 
and talk about all the great things 
going on in my life that can be 
attributed to the work ethic and 
values that she helped instill in me.

What is the biggest thing on your 
bucket list for life?
A: I really need to start a bucket list.  
I always thought I was too young for 
that. Anyway, I hope to one day be 
able to tour the Holy Land.

What 3 words describe you?
A: Energetic. Enthusiastic. Positive.

Pr in c ip a l  K een e a t the H omec omin g  Pa r a de.
Photo By Marissa Gilchrist

GRC’s new reward system totally bene�ts students, keeping them on task throughout the school 
day. �e eOS program, built on growth, respect, and community, implemented this year allows 
teachers to reward students when they exemplify good behavior in the classroom. 
When a student is seen using the traits above, teachers can log onto the eOS website and give that 
student a “focus tap” under the categories: Model the Way, Encourage the Heart, and 
Exceedingly Respectful.  With these “focus taps” students are given money that is available
to cash in at the school store to buy any food or drink.

Use the QR Code, to the left, to access the website and log in with your school google acount to see 
your E-Bucks.

The face of a new, energetic school atmosphere



GRC Band stampedes competitors with Olé performance 
DANIEL GRAVES

MULTIMEDIA STAFF

Halftime shows are
normally the only thing the 
GRC marching band is
recognized for.

Many don’t know about 
the hard work and practices 
they go through weekly.

Even less know about the 
competitions, and are
unaware that our GRC band 
stampeded competitors with 
their riveting Olé routine. 

GRC performed their 
piece through various compe-
titions this year, depicting the 
band as bulls and the color 
guard as bull �ghters.

�eir determination and 
hard work earned them
several awards in their
competitions, including a top 
�ve placement in the 6A state 
championships. 

“I could not be more 
proud of the band students 
and the hard work that they 
have put into this season and 
this show,” said Emily Cook, 
colorguard director. “�e 
show has been fun to teach 
and I think the students 
really enjoy performing it as 
well.”

On Oct. 2, GRC showed 
grit to beat competitors in 
LaRue County. 

�eir determination 
earned them three rewards: 
best overall music, �rst place 
in the 5A class, and Grand 

Champion. �ey scored a 
total of 82.2, setting a new 
best score for this
season and obtaining their 
�rst win in years. 

On Oct. 23, the band 
competed in Tennessee 
at MTSU. Travelling to a 
di�erent state for an all-day 
band competition shows true 
dedication, and it was well 
worth it as GRC received a 
superior rating as well as yet 
another �rst place ranking in 
class A. 

On Oct. 30, the band 
received the news that they 
would advance to State Finals 
at Kroger �eld in Lexington, 
their �rst state �nals
appearance since 2005. 

�ese competitions
required commitment, and 
the band had to miss out 
on various plans they could 
have been attending, such as 
Homecoming and Fall Break 
plans. 

“When I found out that I 
would be missing my senior 
homecoming to attend a 
band competition, my heart 
shattered because this was my 
�nal one,” says senior drum 
major Lainie Mitchell.

However, the success of 
Olé made many band
members feel the sacri�ce
was a necessary one. 

“It wasn’t until we actually 
performed that evening when 
I realized homecoming wasn’t 
that important anymore and 

I was getting to do what I 
loved after a year long halt,” 
explains Mitchell. “When 
awards came around I was
ecstatic beyond belief.
If I had gone to my senior 
homecoming dance, I never 
would’ve been able to
experience an accomplish-
ment this big.”

�e band practiced for 
three hours three days a week 
all season. On Fridays, they  
either practice for many 
hours, or perform at a
football game. 

�ey also participate 
in competitions most fall 
Saturdays where they have 
a chance to show their hard 
work.

With competitions lasting 
from 8 a.m. to midnight, 
their week rounds o� to 
about 31 hours of marching 
band on average.

“We work endless hours in 

all kinds of weather for only 
10 minutes on a �eld,” says 
junior clarinet player
Madison Marsillett.
“However, the long practices 
and sweat are all worth
it when we win grand
champions and receive the 
biggest trophies. We all
love band, and love having
a huge family to win and 
work hard with.”

With all the stress from 
band, it’s important to have 
tactics to combat feeling 
overwhelmed, and keep a 
love for their passion.

“Keeping my head clear 
with the band schedule we 
have is not an easy feat, but it 
is possible,” says drum major 
Brendan Jackson. “�e way I 
do it is to look at the bigger 
picture and how the band 
will be by the end of the
season. Intense practices
of rep after rep can get
frustrating, but pushing 

through those is what makes 
it great because in the end.
I love this program. We’re not 
just a band, we’re a family, 
and this family helps keep
my head clear more than 
anything.”

With a successful season 
behind them and the �rst 
state �nals appearance since 
2005 to their credit, the band 
has begun a new legacy.

GRC’s band director AJ 
Cook sums it up perfectly.

“I believe that hard work 
pays o�,” he says. “Our goal 
whenever we perform is to 
have a better performance 
than the last, and the band 
did an excellent job with that 
this year. To me, our success 
is being able to have our best 
performance possible and
I am so excited to see the 
students do just that.”

Band makes Class 5A state semi�nals

T he G R C  B a n d p er f or ms its show ,  O l é ,  dur in g  the G R C  I n v ita tion a l  in  O c tober .  K M E A  a c c ep ted six  
ands into state finals t is ear and  finis ed t  o erall in lass .  p oto s itted



Staff Editorial

� e tra�  c problem needs to
be � xed.

Five minutes. Five 60 second 
intervals. 

� is is what GRC needs at the 
end of the school day. A small 
amount of time to split up
dismissal. 

 Student drivers should get to 
leave at 3:30, followed by parent 
pickups and bus riders at 3:35. 

During dismissal, student
drivers, parents, and buses all
come together in a mix of pure 
chaos. � e battle to make it o�  
campus before 4:00. If you don’t 
get out fast enough, you are in
for a long, grueling wait. 

Granting drivers the ability to 
leave at 3:30 would allow for
tra�  c to � ow much better. � e
� ve-minute split up of dismissal 
can make all the di� erence. 

In our current dismissal, the 
whole student body leaves at once. 
1,600 students all trying to leave 

at once.  � is crowds the halls, and 
the stairwells. People are packed 
together like sardines. Sardines that 
move at the pace of a slug, only 
slowing down the dismissal process 
further. It’s an accident waiting to 
happen. 

 Car wrecks are too often of
an occurrence in the student
parking lot. If drivers could leave 
� ve minutes earlier, then they 
wouldn’t feel the competition to 
beat the buses and parent pick ups. 
After all, keeping our student
drivers safe should be a top
priority. 

Classes are shorter this year, but 
there is a � ve minute di� erence 
that won’t take away from class 
time. Most students are already 
packed up and lined up by the 
door waiting for the moment the 
bell rings. 

Fixing the tra�  c problem would 
also allow students with jobs to 
make it to their respective jobs on 
time. � is would also help
students with sports and other 

extracurriculars that occur o�  
campus. Students wouldn’t feel as 
rushed, and would have time to 
breathe in between school and their 
after school responsibilities.

Last year, drivers had the ability 
to leave at 3:30.  Dismissal � owed 
much smoother. If a solution to 
tra�  c exists and works, why would 
you go back to the old way that 
doesn’t work as well?

If the distinction of student
drivers was able to be made last 
year, then it should be carried over 
this year as well. 

� is dismissal split-up works 
successfully at RDC. Car riders 
leave � rst then bus riders. � e 
tra�  c clears out much faster than 
GRC’s. In fact, GRC’s tra�  c is still 
present when RDC has already 
been cleared out. 

Allowing drivers to dismiss at 
� ve minutes earlier would change 
the inevitable long lines of tra�  c 
we all face at the end of the day. 

Tra�  c problem has simple � x  

whole student body leaves at once. 

Let drivers leave at 3:30



The all-too-familiar no connection dinosaur 
Impatiently waiting for 

your Chromebook to connect 
to the school Wi� , you begin 
to get further and further 
behind in class.

You frantically refresh your 
assignment, hoping for it to 
load, but it’s no use. 

Students have had
ongoing issues with both
cellular service and Wi�  for
a while now.

Now that most of the
work we do is on Google 
Classroom, it is more
important than ever that we 
have reliable and consistent 
Wi� .

Having undependable 
internet causes unnecessary 
stress for students and causes 
us to struggle to e�  ciently get 
our work done. 

One of the worst
feelings in the world is
blankly watching a loading 
screen.

We’ve all experienced that 
feeling of impatience and it’s 
very frustrating, especially 
when you have things to get 
done.

� e last two years have 
forever changed the way 
students complete work 
at school and we students 
shouldn’t have to worry about 
our Chromebooks or other 
devices not connecting.

Undependable cellular 
service is also an issue here. 
Most people heavily rely on 
social media and other apps 
to communicate with others.

Since we’re in the school 
building for about eight 
hours a day, it’s important 
that we’re able to contact 
family and friends if needed.

Personally, I’ve had plenty 
of times where I’ve had to 
contact a friend for a ride 
home or ask my mom if she 
could bring me something
I forgot.

When we struggle to
connect, it can be extremely
distracting from class. 
Students will restart their 
phones, try to connect to
di� erent hotspots, and direct 
all of their attention to
getting their phones to
connect.

So the question is, why is 
both the Wi�  and the cellular 
service so bad? � ese two
separate, but related issues 
have di� erent solutions.

� e District Technology 
Coordinator, Justin Cason, 
says that there are some 
factors that may contribute to 
our Wi�  to seem sluggish.

Cason speci� cally named 
recent across-the-district 
Chromebook update rollouts,
the abundance of video 
streaming services, and 
cellphones browsing without 
authenticating or registering 
their devices. � ese factors 
can cause the internet to be 
much slower for students.

� e good news is that
an upcoming bandwidth 
upgrade is taking place and 
is expected to improve Wi�  
service around the school. 

“� is upgrade will double 
the amount of tra�  c that 
will pass through our � ber 
line out to KDE (Kentucky 
Department of Education),” 
Cason said in an email to 
Smoke Signals. “Plus, we have 
been working with GRC to 
help with the purchase of 
new Windows Desktops, and 
will likely do so soon for new 
student Chromebooks too. 
Because these are new
devices with new network/
Wi-�  cards, they should
provide a noticeably faster 
browsing experience.
Additionally, on a daily basis 
we examine our district-wide 
bandwidth monitors to help 
us analyze where tra�  c is 
coming from and how to 
improve its ‘� ow.’”

� ough unrelated to Wi� , 
students with AT&T may 

have noticed that throughout 
2021 their cellular service has 
been spotty at GRC.

Cason said that depending 
on where in the building you 
are located, this may a� ect 
how fast your phone service is.

A while back, AT&T 
installed something called 
a “small cell” device, Cason 
explained. � is small cell was 
made for 3G, and most of 
our devices have 5G or 4G 
LTE.

To remedy this problem, 
Cason said, “AT&T is in the 
process of designing (and 
then installing at GRC) a new 
small cell that will cater to 
more updated networks.”

Reliable connectivity will 
greatly impact the rate in 
which we get work done
and will help us to adjust
to the new online way of 
completing work.

Whatever steps needed
to make this happen are
essential moving forward.

Paige KleyKamp
Mulitmedia Staff



RANTS & RAVES

People with big egos make me so mad. 
People who don’t participate because they are 
“too cool” for everything are so annoying. You 

don’t look cool because you hate everything. It’s 
not fun to not make new friends because they 

aren’t cool enough for you. I wish people would 
realize this sooner. It’s much better to put your 
ego aside and do fun things, putting yourself 
out there shouldn’t be embarrassing. Make 

the most of your time while you can. You’ll 
regret having a boring life just for people to think you’re cool.

Meredith
Boone 

Have you ever needed to get to class but 
the hallways are completely packed with SLOW 

WALKERS. Well this is a daily
occurrence for me. Slow walkers are always in 
everyone’s way, like guys this is not the tortoise 

and hare, slow and steady doesn’t
always win the race. If you are one of these 

people you are walking at the pace of a 
sloth, I love sloths but we don’t need to 

act like one. I’m not asking you to sprint to 
class but putting a little pep in your step never hurt anyone.

Anna
Barnes

Something that grinds my gears is 
the fact that during one of the home games 

the marching band performed before the 
game and Campbell County’s football play-
ers wouldn’t get off the field. The marching 
band gets to perform at almost every home 

game. So there was clearly a problem 
when they wouldn’t get off the field. That 
part was super annoying but in the end 

karma got to them, while we were moving our props during 
the show they didn’t move and one of them got hit!

Alyssa
Fisher

Imagine… you’re sitting in first period
and you hear those three magical words,
“It’s Tornado Day.” You stare at the clock

waiting for the bell to ring because you know 
today is the day you get to devour GRC’s best 
second chance breakfast. Nothing can beat the 

crispy outer shell filled with savory turkey
sausage, fluffy eggs, and oh so gooey cheese. 

The combination of those three ingredi-
ents bring a perfect breakfast to the table. 

Temperature doesn’t matter, hot or lukewarm, the wholesome 
breakfast is always fit for a king. The fan favorite breakfast 

brings a mouth watering desire to your taste buds.

Sawyer
Broeking

It drives me absolutely crazy when peo-
ple talk with their mouth full of food. I under-
stand that you have something to say but can’t it 
wait until you are done chewing? The worst part 

about it is that when you want to say some-
thing to them but you can’t because you don’t 
want to sound rude by telling them to shut 

their mouth, especially when you don’t know 
them that well. It is simple table manners, did 
your parents not teach them to you? Even if 

they didn’t, I think you should realize eventually how unpleasant it is.

Josie
Sherman 

FALL IS HERE! Fall is hands down 
the best time of  year. The leaves falling, 
the crisp air and best of all the clothes. Fall 
clothes are comfy yet fashionable. You can 
wear a sweater to a dinner, friends birthday 
party, going to the pumpkin patch or even 

just lounging around the house. Speaking 
of pumpkin patches, they are one of the 

reasons fall is my favorite. You cannot tell 
me that you don’t enjoy walking around the 

patch with your friends, sipping on fresh apple cider, and picking 
out the biggest of pumpkins to take back home to carve.

Annie
Lucas 

Does something grind your gears? Or make you feel warm and cozy?  
We asked students these same questions to fi nd out their pet peeves and what makes them happy.



TikTok. Snapchat. Insta-
gram. Two hours, four hours, 
six hours, eight plus hours. 
“Am I spending too much 
of my time here?” �is is the 
situation people are �nding 
themselves in around the 
world. 

�ese platforms are some 
of the biggest names in the 
world because they give you 
the ability to connect with 
others from around the globe.

However, social media isn’t 
exactly all it’s cracked up to 
be. Social media is home to 
corruption from false infor-
mation and hateful users,
so people need to stop
squandering their time on it. 

Social media is home to 

some very enticing content 
where you can keep up with 
the lives of all your favorite 
celebrities, keeping so many 
people addicted to these
social networks. 

Many people are so drawn 
to it that they can’t stop 
scrolling through their feed to 
use their time for something 
productive.

According to �e Wash-
ington Post, the average social 
media user spends 2.5 hours 
out of the day immersed in 
their social media. On top of 
that, when you factor in that 
there are approximately 3.8 
billion people on some form 
of social media worldwide, 
this becomes a major issue. 

�is is a major part of the 
social media dilemma that 
everyone just looks over. 

�ere are other users in 
social media who can be 
very aggressive to anyone 
who doesn’t have the same 
opinions. For instance, some 
people like to “cancel” oth-
ers when they do something 
that can be seen as wrong or 
unethical.

Canceling someone is 
de�nitely not the right way to 
handle a situation like that; 
we all make mistakes as we 
are human and imperfect, so 
who has the place to judge 
others and go as far as to 
“cancel” them. 

Users create a social

media account looking for 
new friends and relationships, 
but instead they tend to �nd 
hate and criticism. 

A recent Time survey 
with 1,500 teens and young 
adults showed that Instagram 
was the most destructive to 
mental health. Out of the 
major social media platforms, 
Instagram was found to have 
the worst e�ects on “anxiety, 
depression, bullying, and 
FOMO (the fear of missing 
out).” For this reason many 
people make the wise decision 
to withdraw themselves from 
the toxic parts of social media 
or social media altogether. 

All in all, social media is 
very popular and sometimes 
refreshing to talk to others, 

but you have to be careful 
of the monsters that lurk in 
the shadows of social media 
because they are malicious. 

If you are an avid social 
media user, you should 
de�nitely start to limit the 
hourstime you spend on it 
and see that there are more 
productive ways to use your 
time.

CALVIN ROACH

JOURNALISM 2

Athletes need pressure; it’s why they play 

Stop squandering time on social media

It is the bottom of the ninth 
inning with the bases loaded. 
You step up to plate knowing 
that you need one more run to 
win the game.

Do you fold under the 
immense pressure of your 
teammates and fans, or do you 
embrace the adversity and
become the hero? 

Many people today see this 
scenario as a harmful situation. 
While some believe we put too 
much pressure on athletes to 
perform, pressure is the whole 
reason that athletes play sports 
in the �rst place. 

Others might say that too 
much pressure is being put on 
athletes to perform well and it 
is hurting their mental health. 
However, these critics fail to see 
the true role that pressure plays 

in an athlete’s life. 
Whenever you sign up or try 

out for a sport, you are agreeing 
to pour out your heart every 
time you step onto the �eld/
court. �is includes never giving 
up when you are in a pressure 
packed situation with the game 
on the line. 

�e point of playing sports is 
to be the better team, out-
compete your competitors, and 
bring home the win. �rough-
out all of this, there is going to 
be pressure placed on you to 
perform well, and that is just a 
natural part of every game.   

Pressure also brings out the 
best in athletes. IMG Academy, 
one of the highest ranked sports 
academy in the nation, says,
“...From the pressure to perform 
well during competition or 

training to the stress caused by 
losing a game, getting injured, 
or struggling to master a skill, 
stress is an everyday part of an 
athlete’s life. A high level athlete 
can perform and even thrive 
under stress and pressure to still 
come out victorious.” 

Clearly, pressure shows the 
true character of an athlete. 
�e best of the best embrace 
adversity, use it as fuel, and give 
everything they have towards 
their sport to succeed. 

�is topic of pressure on 
athletes has been brought to 
the light by recent events in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics as
Simone Biles decided to drop 
out of the games due to her 
mental health.

Many applaud Biles for her 
bravery and courage, claiming 

that too much pressure has been 
put on athletes to perform. 
However, Simone Biles should 
not be praised for quitting on 
the biggest stage in the world. 

According to Fox Sports host 
Ben Maller, “Sports are designed 
to test the resolve of those who 
choose to compete, like continuing
to �nish the event that you 
started, this was a dereliction of 
duties. DESERTION is what 
it is, and when the music stops 
that is the naked truth.” 

Simone Biles should not have 
quit the Olympic Games when 
she knew about the pressure 
beforehand. If she thought she 
couldn’t handle it, she should 
have let someone else who 
would love to go to the
Olympics compete. 

�e crux of the matter is this: 

Pressure is not a problem for 
athletes because it is the reason 
they play, and it brings out the 
best in them. If you don’t think 
that this amount of pressure is 
something you can handle, then 
sports may not be for you. So 
the next time you start to think 
about if pressure is harmful, just 
remember that the best athletes 
thrive under it. 

CLAY TURLEY

JOURNALISM 2



  Hannah Craig
Social Media Editor 

“ALL IN” – the motto that is
uniting GRC and leading us into a 
new era of greatness.

GRC has renewed its focus on being 
a school that is invested in building a 
strong student body community.

After missing out on school
activities for over a year the student 
body is anxious to make the most
of every event.

�e school administration has gone 
over the top this year to encourage 
student involvement. 

�is is the �rst year that students 
have been able to get into home
athletic events for free, eliminating
�nancial stress for students and
creating the biggest student sections. 

Students have also been given free 
T-shirts, speci�c to their graduating 
class. �is was an amazing way to
ensure that every student had some 
GRC clothing and were able to
represent their school pride. 

�is year, student voices are being 
heard. Our wants are being taken 
into consideration, and we are trans-
forming the school into an institution 
where students can activate change.

After years of begging for a powder 
pu� tournament, our students �nally 
got a chance to shine.

“After Covid, everyone is ALL 
IN and the administration has been 
accepting of new ideas that have been 
presented,” said senior Catie Citty. 

Most important, the sense of
community that has been created,
and the unity through the entire 
school atmosphere has made school 
feel welcoming.

“After struggling mentally with 
being socially isolated from everything, 
it feels like I’m home when I come to 
school,” said senior Brittnee Franklin. 
“You learn to not take school and all 
the memories for granted.”

�e 21-22 school year has been a 
blessing, �nally letting students back 
into the classroom.

�e pandemic has been a disabling 
experience for students, who were
isolated during the most in�uential 
years in their developing lives.

Now, we are �nally getting a chance 
to take back the high school experiences
that have been taken from us. 

�e one positive outcome from
the pandemic is an overwhelming 
desire from students and sta� to
participate in all school activities.
“�e ‘I’ll just do it next year’ mentality 
that I had in the past is nonexistent,” 
said senior Warren Harris. 

�e uncertainty of the school year 
has encouraged students to do as 
much as they can, while they have the 
chance. 

As a senior, I feel an overwhelming 
sense of thankfulness and appreciation 
toward the administration. I’m also 
grateful that the student body is
challenging each student to get
involved and encouraging others
to try new things. 

�e atmosphere is changing at 
GRC. We are a school where students 
have the power to in�uence change, 
where administrators build
relationships with students, and
where everyone is involved.  

ALL IN - a new era of unity at GRC 

Pic tur ed in  their  c l a ss T - shir t a bov e f r om l ef t,  E l i C r a ig  ( 9 ) ,  R esha un  H a mp ton  ( 1 0 ) ,  
B r ia n n a  B y a r s ( 1 1 ) ,  C a mer on  A n der son  ( 1 2 )  
- Photo by  H a n n a h C r a ig

#ALLinGRC 

A n iston  C ul ton  r un s the ba l l  dur in g  the p ow der  p uf f  g a me.    - Photo by  E l l ie M itmesser



Artistic Alley is an 
“avenue” for artists of all 
genres at GRC to show off 
their work. Students are 

asked to submit their art with 
a title and explain why they 
were inspired to create it.

I f  y ou ha v e a n  a r t p iec e,  p oem,  shor t stor y ,  
or  p hotog r a p h y ou w oul d l ik e

p ubl ished,  p l ea se br in g  it to R oom 2 2 7 .

“A simple soda can or a plastic bag can poison, su� ocate, and/or take
the place of ocean life. My piece represents ocean pollution and how it
consumes its residents by transforming the soda can into a jelly� sh.”

T ha n k s to a l l  the a r tists f or  a l l ow in g  us to p r in t their  w or k .

“It is important to have Hispanic art in school because it
helps people better understand Hispanic culture and the

heritage. I chose black and white colors to represent
the day of the dead.”

Nichospara Dia de los Muertos
Zulma Garcia Ordonez, 12th

Symmetrical Mask  
Noemy Garcia, 9th

Metamorphosis 
Reagan Miller, 

11th 

“� e inspiration behind my 
artwork was Greek Mythology. 
My � rst step to create it was 
by � nding a reference photo. 
Next, I folded my paper in half 
and drew the design in pencil. 
Lastly, I traced it with a sharp-
ie. After much dedication and 
hard work I � nished my project. 
I’m happy with my results and 
wouldn’t change it.”

“It is important 
to have it because 
it represents 
diversity and it is 
to remember my 
family.”

Nichospara Dia de los Muertos
Fredy Garcia Ordonez, 12th

Information gathered by Rylee King & Maddox Schureman



Fall Fashion Trends
It’s the most wonderful time of the year. And no, we’re not talking about Christmas. � e pumpkin spice co� ees are brewing, the 

crisp orange leaves are falling, and most importantly, fall fashion is here. Ella Cooper and Hallee Cecil are back to talk about some 
of their favorite autumn fashion trends and some that fall short. Pun intended.

Hallee 
Cecil

Ella 
Cooper

Flannels Over Hoodies
I think all girls can agree that the � annel over the hoodie
combo is one of the best fall fashion trends for guys.
Normally guys will just wear a simple and boring hoodie
with athletic shorts and call it a � t, but when you add the 
� annel it completely transforms the look. It adds a pop 
of color and makes it look like you tried a lot harder than 
you actually did. You can dress it up with your fav jeans 
or dress it down with some sweats and it will look great 
either way. Flannels are a must have for the cool, cozy 
autumn weather. 

Corduroy
Corduroy has made quite the comeback this year.
I have seen so many corduroy dresses, pants, skirts, and 
jackets this year and I LOVE it. It gives o�  a
vintage, seventies-esk vibe that makes every out� t super 
� attering and fabulous. Normally in fall most people just 
wear jeans with a sweater or another warm toned top, but 
corduroy pants are a breath of fresh, fall air. Corduroy
jackets or blazers are SO cute and make every out� t 
they’re paired with look so much more sophisticated.
I absolutely love the vintage autumn look when corduroy 
is incorporated in an out� t and it should be a fall
wardrobe essential for everyone.

Felt Brim Hats
If you have seen any of the annual “Senior Sunday” 
posts on Instagram I am sure you have seen these hats. 
� ey do add some spice to an out� t but they can get a 
little tacky. I think they are super overused and make 
you look like you just got done with your daily shift on 
the family farm. Next time grab a beanie or a baseball 
cap and give this hat back to your scarecrow. 

Blazers
One of my favorite ways to spice up a fall
out� t is a blazer. Now, some may associate blazers 
with a more business look, but the newest trend is 
wearing them with something more casual, and
I am totally here for it. If it’s a little warmer, throw 
it over a tank and some jeans. Or when it’s chilly, 
a sweater and blazer is cute as well. Furthermore, 
if you’re like me and  love oversized clothes, this is 
a perfect way to dress up the oversized look.  It is 
chic, sophisticated, and something everyone needs 
in their fall closet. 

Chelsea Boots
Ladies and gentlemen, Ugg boots are o�  cially 
out. Welcome the new and improved fall shoes: 
Chelsea boots. A couple years ago when the 
little booties were trending, I wasn’t the biggest 
fan. But when I started seeing these on my 
pinterest, I was o�  cially in love. Pair these with 
some fuzzy socks and you have a cute and cozy 
out� t ready for any pumpkin patch. 

Blanket scarves
I can not describe my absolute hatred for this 
fashion trend. I am not sure who exactly started 
this trend,  but I think I need to have a serious 
talk with them. � e only pro to this is keeping 
the top half of your body warm, but at what cost? 
� ey just do not look good on anybody. No one 
wants to wear a picnic blanket. Absolutely no one. 

Hallee 
Cecil

Ella 
Cooper
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Paige Kleykamp
Multimedia Staff

GRC’s JROTC stopped at 
nothing to make sure they 
were more than ready for the 
Raider National competition 
going on this weekend in 
Georgia.

�e course consists of one 
rope climb, a 5K, an obstacle 
course with weights, and a 
PTT Physical Team Test.

“Raider Nationals is where 
you go up against the best of 
the best,” Said JROTC’s S-3 
Abby Perry.

�e Long Knives sent 
two teams to compete – an 
all-male team of 14 members 
and an all-female team of 12. 
�e event includes 83 teams 
from all over the US.

“It is an honor to attend 
this event,” said MSG Larry 

Lee. “Only the best Raider 
teams in the country get a 
chance to compete.”

�e Long Knives com-
pete as a team Nov. 5. Logan 
Dawson competes Nov. 6
in an individual national 
competition, the Ultimate 
Raider. Dawson �nished 5th 
in the event two years ago.

Every year, the JROTC 
puts in a tireless amount 
of work to make sure their 
team is ready to take on any 
challenge or competition that 
comes their way.

“To be successful in the 
program you have to put a
lot of time in,” said Perry.
“JROTC is hard but it’s 
worth it. I’ve made the best 
friendships in the program 
and it’s very rewarding.”

Competition week is 
always a busy one for JROTC 

members. Once competition 
teams are announced, they 
begin practicing from
3:35-5:30 on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and �ursdays.  

�e JROTC even sets up
a course that mirrors the 
competition’s course so they 
can better prepare themselves.

“We prepare for each Raider
competition very speci�cally
toward what events that 
Raider competition has,” 
explained MSG Lee. “Every 
single competition is
di�erent. Whoever holds the 
competition comes up with 
what they want to be in
Raider nationals speci�cally.”

�ough Raider Nationals is 
the biggest competition of the 
year, the Long Knives have 
competed and placed high in 
a few competitions along the 
way.

�ey placed 2nd overall in 
Fort Knox against 24 other 
teams, and placed �rst at an 
EKU competition.

“At EKU, we competed 
against 16 teams and we 
dominated everything there,” 
said MSG Lee.

�e Raiders competed in 
eight total events, winning 
�ve 1st place �nishes and two 

2nd place �nishes out of 20 
teams.

GRC’S ROTC is hoping 
to place high in the Raider 
Nationals, and they are con�-
dent that they will do so.

 “We placed top 10 in the 
nation the last time we were 
there, and with the team we 
have this year, I think we will 
do even better,” said Blake 
Embry. 

JROTC’s battalion com-
mander, Logan Dawson, is 
con�dent the Long Knives 
will be able to place in at least 
top ten, but he thinks they 
could even make it in the 
top �ve with hard work and 
determination. 

“Overall, I think we will 
place in the top ten, maybe 
even top �ve,” he said. “�is 
year we have a very strong 
team and I’m excited to see 
how we do.”

JROTC in Georgia going up against ‘best of the best’ 

e  at s odiac race  recei in  first place.   otos s itted adrian a dill at ort no

Cadets competing in Raider nationals

o an awson  onat an rr  ler lac  la e r  and t an 
ncie displa  ardware ro  a recent co petition. oto s itted



Green Roof has new life after cooperative e� ort

Getting back to getting rowdy 
Aniston Culton

Social Media Editor

Our section is as big and 
loud as possible and not a 
single person is sitting. 

� e GRC stadiums haven’t 
seen a student section in over 
a year, and our leaders are 
ready to get rowdy.

Angus Mann, Brittnee 
Franklin, Catie Citty, and 
Sawyer Broeking are ready to 
make this our best year yet.

“We just want to get as 

involved as possible and 
encourage the rest of the 
students to do the same,” says 
Broeking. 

� at’s what our section is 
all about, getting involved 
and cheering on our Cards. 

All of our leaders want 
everyone to feel welcome, 
Franklin explains that she 
doesn’t want the underclass-
man to feel like they are just 
going to be pushed to the 
back and forgotten about, 
“We want the freshman and 

sophomores to know that 
all they have to do is attend 
the games and they will be 
included”. 

All of our leaders discussed 
their experience in the section 
during their sophomore year. 
� ey brought up Hunter
Helderman (‘19) and the 
energy he brought to the 
section.

“I just want to achieve 
something like that, a sense 
of loyalty from the section.” 
explains Broeking.

In the past, away games 
have never been as popular 
but the 2021-2022 section 
leaders want to change that.

� ey all said they hope 
to get more pep buses and 
consistently spread the word 
about every game. 

“I’ve tried to be good 
about o� ering rides and going 
around telling people all the 
information and just getting 
people rowdy the day of the 
game,” says Catie Citty.

Angus, one of our section 

leaders and a member of the 
football team, emphasizes 
that the energy brought from 
the students really helps the 
team. 

“It’s amazing being on the 
� eld and hearing the crowd 
cheer,” says Mann.

All our section leaders 
want out of this year is for 
everyone to have a great time 
and to get rowdy.

Catie Citty
Multimedia Staff

A beekeeper, a gardener, a 
jam maker, oh my! 

When science teacher 
Tommy Collins � rst joined 
us at GRC he was asked by 
Agriculture teacher Terra 
Pigg if he wanted to take on 
the challenge of bringing 
the green roof back to life. 
Located outside of room 311, 
the green roof sat dormant for 
several years.

“It was a space that was 
being wasted,” said Pigg,
“and now it’s being used.”

It has had an amazing 
transformation since Mr.
Collins took over.

“� e garden space had not 
been tended to for years,” said 
Collins. “It was very neglected 
and the only thing growing 
up there was weeds.” 

A big thank you to Mrs. 
Pigg and Mr. Collins because 
the green roof is now � lled 
with a strawberry patch, 
varying vegetables, all kinds 
of di� erent � owers, and he 
hopes to bring in amphibians 
very soon.

Mr. Collins has a lot of 
practice taking care of bees, 
(see last year’s story on our 
website to learn more) so he 

can de� nitely handle
amphibians. 

� e green roof is an
amazing place to start
learning about gardening
and growing your own food.

Collins’ Botany class, 
Flight Time, and the Green 
Club work to preserve the 
garden in cooperation with 
the Agricultural classes.

� e Clark County Public 
Library is providing Collins 
with seeds.

� e future’s looking bright 
for the green roof, with arbors 
and a water feature coming 
very soon.

One of the many wonder-
ful things that has happened 
as a result of the green roof 
is a delicious strawberry jam, 
grown right from the green 
roof.

Mr. Collins has generously 
shared the delicious treat with 

his co-workers and students as 
he did his honey last year.

“� e strawberries started 
producing like crazy, so we 
needed to do something with 
them,” said Collins. Many 
teachers got the jam and they 
tried it out and loved it. If 
you’re lucky you might just 
try it one day. 

Mr. Collins wants everyone 
to understand that anyone 
can garden. Gardening can 
happen anywhere if you just 
put a little e� ort in it. If you 
want to try your hand at gar-
dening, join the Green Club.

“Whether they believe it or 
not,” said Collins, “everyone 
has a green thumb.”

M r .  C ol l in s disp l a y s j a m ma de f r om 
str a w ber r ies g r ow n  on  the r oof .
Photo by Catie Citty

T he g r een  r oof  is thr iv in g  outside R oom 3 1 1 .
Photo by Catie Citty



Three decades of dedication, commitment to students
SARA CLARK

FEATURES EDITOR

Math. Ugh. I just can’t do 
it. In three decades at GRC, 
Tammy Hu�  has done her 
part to reverse that stereotype 
for her students. 

 A lot of people have the 
“I won’t ever be able to do 
math” mindset, and Hu�  
wants to ensure her students 
that they can.

“Teaching math is always a 
struggle because the students 
are in there because they have 
to be, not because they want 
to be,” says Hu� . 

Hu�  enjoys working with 
the students because she loves 
seeing the growth. She wants 
to make the work meaning-
ful for the students, not just 
“another assignment.”

Hu�  has been teaching 
since 1991. Hu�  has taught 
almost every math class
o� ered including Algebra 1
and 2, Geometry, college 
Algebra/Trigonometry and 
many more. 

 A few years ago, Hu�  
started teaching � nancial 
math and really saw growth 
because the students cared. 
� ey knew they would use 
everything in the course. 

 “It was so fun to � nally 
teach something that I don’t 
have to hear, ‘When am I 
ever going to use this.’
Students know that they will 
use this information every 
day,” says Hu� . “And I know 
how important and valuable 
it is.”

 Hu�  is passionate about 
how this course can change 
people’s life as they make 
these � nancial decisions. 
Hu�  knows she can make a 
di� erence using her teaching 
strategies. 

 “I wish I would have 
known this stu�  when I was 
in high school, because had I 

known this � nance informa-
tion as a young adult,
I would’ve made better
decisions and been better 
o� ,” says Hu� . 

 Students are Hu� ’s
motivation as a teacher.
Hu�  knows the impact that 
education makes as she has 
had four of her own children 
go through public school.

 “I know the di� erence 
education can make in a kid’s 
life”, says Hu� . “Sometimes 
they don’t have adults in their 
lives outside of school they 
can turn to, to build them up 
and I want to be that person 
for my students.”

 GRC has played a large 
role in Hu� ’s life, hence the 
dedication she has put into it. 
“I have worked with a lot of 
good people over the years,” 
says Hu� . 

 “I have 30 years invested 
in it, so it’s pretty special to 
me”, says Hu� . 

“I’m de� nitely attached 
and love the school and love 
the people.”

Hu�  values when she sees 
previous students graduate 

and excel in their future 
endeavors. 

 “You see that they’ve be-
come something good”, says 
Hu� . “And that’s your goal, 
to help them be successful. 
When I see that, I know I’ve 
done something right.”

M r s.  H uf f  ha s the l on g est ten ur e of  a n y  c ur r en t tea c her  a t G R C .
Photo by Sara Clark

I’m defi nitely att ached and love
the school and love the people.

-Mrs. Huff 

Club Days o� ered last Friday of every month   
GRC has implemented 
a Club Day on the last 
Friday of every month 
to help promote stu-
dents to be #ALLIN 
and join a club that 

interests them. 
Some clubs are more 
restricted, but others 
are open to anyone 
who is interested in 
joining. 

Check out GRC’s list of 
clubs through the QR 
code on the right.
Contact the listed 
sponsor for more
information.



Student Board member re� ects on opportunity
Warren Harris
Online Editor

As the � rst student Board 
of Education member in Clark 
County Public School’s history, 
I feel more of a responsibility to 
communicate with my peers to 
� nd out what changes they want 
to see in their school and in their 
school district.

It is beyond important to 
make sure that students have 
representation in the decision 
making process for decisions 
that directly impact their

education – the way they learn, 
how much they learn, when they 
learn, and where they learn. 

Most often, adults on the 
Board feel that they know best 
in terms of education because 
they are adults. � is way of 
thinking puts students on the 
back burner so to speak, when 
they need to be put at the
forefront of every decision made 
by the Board of Education. 

Having a student representa-
tive on the Board starting this 
year and every year going
forward will ensure that students 

always have a way to express 
what they want to see in their 
schools and in their school 
district when these decisions are 
being made. 

Making sure that students 
feel well represented is critical to 
creating a positive school expe-
rience and having buy-in from 
students.

Students understanding that 
they have a voice and that their 
voice is valued will ensure that 
they always speak up for what 
they believe they deserve out of 
their education. 

Creating and continuing this 
position will help high school 
students realize that it isn’t just 
George Rogers Clark or Strode 
Station Elementary. We are a 
school district, and when we
operate as one, we are all better 
o� . 

� ere is no way that a school 
district can be successful
without putting its students � rst. 
By giving a student a seat on the 
Board, we are saying that they 
are the center of the work being 
done in our district.

Photo by Sara Clark

Beta Club takes on convention
Campbell Taylor
Features Editor

From donation drives and 
volunteering to competing at 
convention, Beta Club does it 
all.

 GRC’s Beta Club has hit 
the ground running this year 
with multiple donation and 
volunteer opportunities. On top 
of everything they have been 
doing for the community, they 
are gearing up for the state level 
Beta convention. 

“� e goal of convention 
is to compete against other 
Beta Clubs across the state and 
country,” said Beta Club sponsor 
Amanda Mills. “We compete in 
academic competitions, project 
creation and live events.”

 � is year’s state convention 
will take place Jan. 9-11 in 
Louisville. If students qualify 
individually or as a group, they 
will advance to the national 
convention in Nashville.

 “We meet other Betas from 
around the state, make

connections and create friend-
ships,” said Mrs. Mills. “It’s 
a fun time to be with other 
students who are committed to 
service learning and academics.”

While convention is the
perfect time to meet people 
outside of your school it also 
helps grow relationships within 
the club.

� e time spent during
preparation and at the
convention provides the perfect
opportunity to form closer 
bonds with those in your school.

“Convention is a time for
developing relationships 

amongst peers,” said president 
Sara Clark. “It also helps to 
show o�  talents and skills that 
people don’t know that you 
have.”

For Sara, that skill was her 
knowledge of the Spanish
language. She won � rst place at 
the national convention this past 
May in the Spanish
academics test after placing 5th 
at the state level.

Convention helps connect 
like-minded students who value 
leadership and service and Sara 
wants as many Beta Club
members to experience it as 
possible.

“I personally think that 
everyone needs the experience 
of going to a Beta convention 
sometime in their high school 
career,” she said. “� e people 
you meet and the relationships 
built are amazing.”

� ose participating in the 
convention meet every Tuesday 
morning to discuss strategy, 
make projects and create
content. Although they have 

already started strategizing, it is 
not too late to join.

� e deadline to register is in 
December and any member of 
Beta Club can participate either 
in-person or online.

Beta convention helps 
build critical leadership skills, 
provides a chance to express 

your talents, and puts what you 
learned through Beta Club into 
action.

“Convention assured me that 
we can accomplish anything
we set our minds to,” said Sara, 
“while also teaching me that
no matter how big or small 
each contribution, everyone 
makes a di� erence.”

B oa r d member  W a r r en  H a r r is 
a n d S up t.  D r .  M c C oma s

Pr esiden t S a r a  C l a r k  w ith her  
national fi rst place award.

B eta  member s p r ep a r in g  f or  the sta te c on v en tion  a r e,  f r on t r ow  f r om 
l ef t:  M a ddie S totts,  L a ur en  C l em,  M ic ha el a  H uber t.  S ec on d r ow  f r om 
l ef t:  Pr iy a  Pa tel ,  E mma  H a c k w or th,  B a r ba r a  S heeha n ,  A big a il  R odr i-
g uez ,  S a r a i L op ez  R odr ig uez ,  B a c k  r ow  f r om l ef t:  J ia  H ua n g ,  M a l l or y  
J on es,  G a be R a mey .

Photo by Sara Clark



GRC   Sibling
Look-a-likes

Frankie (12) & Jordan 
(10) Soliz 

Brianna (11) & Ciara 
(9) Byars

Aniston (12) & 
Harrison (9) Culton

Kalib (12) & Arthur 
(12) Haskins 

Jacob (12) & Olivia (9) 
Maslin

Jake (11) & Ryan (9) 
Sears 

Ellie (12) & Joby (10) 
Mitmesser

Sarah (12) & Seth  
(9) Johnson

Is a hot dog a sandwich?

Is cereal soup?
Riley Williams, 11th: N o! !  I f  
c er ea l  w a s ser v ed hot,  it w oul d 
be g r oss!
Elizabeth Brothers, 12th: N o,  
ev en  thoug h it r esembl es soup ,  
the mil k  a n d c er ea l  do n ot mix  
tog ether ;  w hen  y ou ea t it,  y ou 
c a n  iden tif y  the dif f er en t
c omp on en ts of  it.  Y ou c a n n ot
do tha t w ith soup .
Marisol Lopez, 11th: Y es,
tec hn ic a l l y  a  soup  is a  dr in k a bl e 
f ood a n d so is c er ea l .  
Abby Kubican, 11th: Y es,  
bec a use it’ s l iq uid a n d ha s f ood 
in  it.
Austin Dobbs, 12th: N o,  soup  
is c ook ed,  c er ea l  is n ot.
Ms. Crowell, Teacher: N o.   
C er ea l  is c ol d.  I  w oul d r ef er  to it 
a s mor e of  a  G a z p a c ho w hic h is 
a  c ol d soup .  

Maddie Redmon, 9th: N o,  the 
defi nition o  so p is   a li id 
f ood,  g en er a l l y  ser v ed w a r m or  
hot,  tha t is ma de by  c ombin in g  
in g r edien ts of  mea t or  v eg eta -
bl es w ith stoc k ,  mil k ,  or  w a ter ” .  
C er ea l  is n ot a  hot dish a n d 
usua l l y  does n ot c on ta in  mea t 
so ther ef or e is n ot a  soup .
Reese Patrick, 9th: Y es,  the 

il  is in sed wit   a or and 
c ha n g es c ol or  dep en din g  on  
w ha t c er ea l  or  oa t y ou dec ide to 
p t into it.  defi nition  cereal 
is soup .
Tyler Williamson, Teacher:
N o,  this is r idic ul ous.  I  thin k  the 
r a n g e of  w ha t c oul d be
c on sider ed a  soup  is v er y  
br oa d.  A  c how der  is a  soup  
a n d so is a  bisq ue.  H ow ev er ,  
t e defi nin  c aracteristic o  a 

soup  is tha t the v a r ious items 
w ithin  a  soup  a r e p r ep a r ed 
tog ether  ( sometimes f or  sev er a l  
hour s)  to c r ea te some sor t of  
homog en eous mix tur e.  C er ea l ,  
on  the other  ha n d,  is on e item 
w ith somethin g  p our ed on  top  
of  it.  I  w oul d in  f a c t a r g ue tha t 
w ha t ma k es c er ea l  g r ea t is the 
heter og en eous n a tur e of  the 
c on tr a stin g  sa v or y  mil k  w ith the 
sug a r y  c er ea l .
Brian Foudray, Teacher:
C er ea l  is n ot a  soup .   S oup  on l y  
bec omes soup  w hen  a l l  in g r edi-
en ts a r e p r ep a r ed a n d c ook ed 
tog ether .   C er ea l  c a n  be ea ten  
dr y  or  w ith mil k ,  y et w hen  w e 
ea t c er ea l  in  a  bow l  w ith mil k  w e 
sa   eatin  cereal  not  
ea tin g  c er ea l  a n d mil k . ”

Kylie Ashcraft, 9th: Y es,  
bec a use the hot dog  g oes in  
betw een  br ea d.
Landon Marcum, 11th: N o,  
bec a use the mea t is a  c y l in der  
and not  at.
Sammy Hernandez, 12th: N o,  
eca se t e defi nition o  a

sa n dw ic h sa y s it ha s to ha v e
2  p iec es of  br ea d a n d a  hot
dog  bun  is j ust on e p iec e.
Andrew Wolfe, 12th: N o,
bec a use the br ea d is c on n ec ted 
so it’ s on l y  1  p iec e of  br ea d 
sma shed betw een  a  hot dog .
Logan Hatton, 11th: Y es.  I f  
y ou g o to a  bur g er  r esta ur a n t or  
somethin g  l ik e tha t,  a  hot dog  is 
classifi ed nder sandwic es on 
the men u.  B ut hon estl y  it’ s mor e 
of  a  sof t ta c o.

Angus Mann, 12th: A  hot dog  is 
a  sa n dw ic h f r om how  the mea t is 
in  betw een  the br ea d j ust l ik e…  
a sandwic . ne i t o well 
the br ea d isn ’ t 2  p iec es it’ s on e,  
so it c l ea r l y  is n ot a  sa n dw ic h”  
but the thin g  y ou w oul d c a l l  
S ubw a y  a n d J immy ’ s J ohn ’ s,  a  
sa n dw ic h p l a c e,  a l l  sa y  y es a n d 
hmmm it’ s in ter estin g  to me how  
the br ea d is c on n ec ted.  A t the 
en d of  the da y  a  hot dog  is a  
sa n dw ic h mhm mhm mhm.
Talon Stallings, 12th: A bsol utel y  
n ot. . .  I t is a  ta c o a n d I  w il l  die on  
this hil l .
Kendra Barrett, 12th: N ooo,  it' s 
a  sa usa g e on  a  B U N .

Reese Patrick, 9th: N o,
bec a use a  hot dog  w oul d be 
c on sider ed a  ta c o.  A  hot dog  bun  
is c on n ec ted a t the bottom,  n ot 
ma k in g  it a  sa n dw ic h,  but meet-
in g  ta c o r eq uir emen ts.  S in c e 
ther e is mea t a n d top p in g s on  a n  
op en  sided v essel ,  it' s a  ta c o.   
Matthew Abraham
Cunningham III, Teacher:
I f  a  sa n dw ic h is a n y  dish
w her ein  br ea d ser v es a s a  
c on ta in er  or  w r a p p er  f or  a n other  
f ood ty p e,  I  thin k  tha t w e ha v e
to c on c ede tha t a  hot dog  is
defi nitel  a sandwic .
C on seq uen tl y ,  this l ea ds me 
to bel iev e tha t ta c os ( ha r d a n d 
sof t)  a n d g y r os a r e sa n dw ic hes 
a s w el l .  



Culton, Settles lead GRC golfers,
 compete in All-State Tournament

Bryce Houchens
Sports Writer  

�e GRC boys and girls 
golf teams had two players 
have very successful seasons. 

Jacob Settles and Aniston 
Culton both quali�ed for the 
All-State tournament. 

In order to qualify for this 
tournament, you need to 
have enough top 10 �nishes 
to receive points to qualify. 
�e two-day tournament 
was played in late September 
at �e University Club in 
Lexington.

Settles is �nishing up his 
sophomore year on the golf 
team and went into the
All-State tournament coming 
o� a second place �nish at 
the Montgomery County
Invitational the weekend 
before. 

Settles had a successful 
year with multiple top �ve 
�nishes, competing among 
the best in the state.

“My �rst experience at 
All-State was a lot of fun,” he 
said. “I enjoyed the weekend, 
as well as getting to meet 
some new people that I’ve 
never played with before. All 
around it was a lot of fun.” 

Going in, Settles knew 
he was going to have to play 
extremely well in order to 
compete, and he needed to 

put in a lot of extra work to 
make sure he was ready to 
go. 

“I practiced a lot more 
than normal,” says Settles. “I 
worked a little bit with my 
swing, and made sure I had 
the putter rolling well.” 

Settles �nished in the 
top 10, lower than his goal, 
but solid. “�e goal for the 
week was to be four under 
and be top 5, but I was one 
under which was top ten,” he 
explained.

Looking ahead, Settles 
thinks he may have a shot at 
the title next year. “After my 
�rst time playing this tour-
nament, I think I will have a 
shot at winning it next year 
if I continue to work to get 
better,” he said.

As GRC’s only quali�er 
for the KHSAA state tourna-
ment, Settles had quite the 
impressive season for a
sophomore and has a very 
bright future ahead of him. 

Aniston Culton quali�ed 
for the All-State tournament 
for the second time, high-
lighting an extremely success-
ful GRC golf career.

In her senior year, she 
achieved multiple top �ve 
�nishes, and one individual 
win. 

Going into such a big 
tournament, Culton knew 

it would be a challenge. “I 
went and played a practice 
round at the courses, so I was 
familiar with the layout,” she 
said. “I can’t say I’m pleased 
with the way I played, but 
I am pleased with the way I 
was able to keep myself calm 
through all my bad shots, 
because that takes a lot for 
me, and I’m glad I was able 
to hold it together,” 

Culton shot 95 on the �rst 
day, but followed it up with a 
93 the next day. It wasn’t the 
way she would have hoped 
her season would have ended, 
but she was able to play well 
most of the year, after taking 
a year o�. 

“Since I didn’t play last 
year,” she said, “I was coming 
in a year behind my team-
mates so I made sure I put in 
extra work to get back where 
I needed to be.”

Culton said the best part 
of the tournament was the 
relationships.

“I really enjoyed getting 
to go out and meet lots of 
new people and get to �nish 
out my senior year playing in 
a big tournament,” Culton 
said. 

Aniston Culton, 12th

Jacob Settles, 10th



Senior Fall Sports Athlete Spotlight
Football: 
Austin Hisle:
Playing for GRC has meant a 
lot to me. It has helped me all 
throughout high school
in keeping me active and 
helping my overall health.
It has also helped me meet a 
lot of people. Playing football 
has been a great experience, 
and I am proud to say I’m a 
Cardinal. What I am going 
to miss would have to be 
the team aspect of the game. 
Do not get me wrong, I love 
playing O-line, but getting to 
know my brothers, especially 
the ones in the trenches, has 
been my favorite part. � ere 
is not going to be another 
opportunity like that again.

Zander Clark:
Playing on this team has 
meant a lot and I’ve built 
some great friendships and 
made some incredible
memories. I think what
I’m going to miss most
is celebrating the big wins 
with my teammates and
the grind of the o� season
getting prepared for the
season ahead.

Elias Webb:
Playing for GRC has made 
me realize you don’t get your 
shots often, but when you 
do take full advantage. Only 
thing I’m going to miss about 
being on this team is the 
players.

Anthony Epperson:
Playing for GRC has been 
like a brotherhood for me, 
that has grown stronger with 
our new coaches helping to 
build the program. I will miss 
my brothers to the left and 
right of me on Friday nights.

Arthur Haskins:
Playing for GRC has been 
one of the most enjoyable 
things about high school. 
� ere is nothing like being 
able to make brothers for life 
through the grind. Nothing 
truly compares to being a 
Cardinal. Moving on from 
GRC football, I will miss
the constant focus and the 
mindset on Friday nights.

Carter Lowe:
Ever since youth league,
I remember coming to watch 
GRC on Friday nights.
I remember how big they all 
seemed and how I wanted to 
be just like them. Here
I am today carrying out that 
aspiration of representing my 
community on and o�  the 
� eld. I’ve made unbreakable 
bonds with teammates and 
coaches that have held me 
accountable and have always 
had my back. I am going to 
miss the kind of structure 
and brotherhood football has 
given me. It’s been an honor 
and a privilege to wear GRC 
across my chest.

Angus Mann:
Playing for GRC has meant 
getting support from the 
school in most things I do.
I will most miss the group of 
guys that I’ve grown into a 
better person with. 

Jeremy Clem:
Playing for GRC has been 
truly a honor. As a freshman 
I would think senior year 

is pretty far, and now we 
are 2 games away from the 
playo� s is unreal. All the 
adversity from the beginning 
of COVID until now was 
challenging.  Me and my 
other seniors have overcome 
some much adversity over 
the past 2 years, and it’s sad 
that this season is almost over. 
Despite all of this, I will most 
certainly miss the good times, 
funny moments with my 
teammates, and the bond we 
made together as a team.

Kobe Jones:
Football means a lot to me 
it is my place where I can be 
free and spend time with my 
brothers and play the game 
I love I will miss the coaches 
and the brotherhood we built 
on this team

Volleyball: 
Emma Lane:
Playing on the GRC volley-
ball team has been all about 
dedication for me. To me, 
being a senior is all about 
how you carry yourself and 
how you lift your teammates 

up. Having a strong character 
and an optimistic mindset 
have both helped me gain my 
love for this sport back in the 
past year. What I’m going to 
miss most about this sport 
and my team, is how close we 
are even through everything 
we’ve been through together, 
on and o�  the court.

Belle Freeman:
Playing for GRC has helped 
me grow as a person and be 
more con� dent with myself 
on and o�  the court. I will 
miss my teammates and
the bond we have formed 
together.

Brooklyn Tabor:
Playing for GRC was one of 
the best experiences of my 
life. It’s taught me how to 
grow as a player and an
individual. � e thing I will 
miss most is the constant
love and support that my 
teammates and I give one 
another, they truly are my 
family.

Photos submitted



Girls Golf:
Cameron Anderson: 
Playing for GRC has meant 
everything to me. I take pride 
in being a Cardinal and I was 
more than proud to be a GRC 
athlete for not only golf, but 
also basketball and softball.
I will miss the feeling of being 
a part of the student athlete 
community at GRC, and of 
course goo� ng o�  at golf with 
my girl Aniston.

Aniston Culton:
Playing for GRC has allowed 
me to grow athletically and 
personally. I will miss being 
a part of a team and meeting 
new people. 

Ellie Mitmesser:
I have made so many new 
friends and memories by 
playing golf for GRC. I will 
de� nitely miss all the little 
inside jokes my teammates 
make with me. 

Girls Soccer:
Lakyn Gri�  th:
I’m so thankful, I played 
soccer for GRC. Over the 
past � ve years. I have gained 
so many friendships. Having 
those friendships and games 
to look forward to makes high 

school more fun. I’m going to 
miss playing the game I love 
with these people. I wouldn’t 
have wanted to play for any 
other team.

Ella Martin:
 Playing for GRC has meant 
the world for me. I take
pride in representing my 
community through the sport 
I love. I’m going to miss the 
late night games and long 
practices. Playing soccer at 
GRC has taught me to push 
hard for my dreams and never 
give up. I wouldn’t trade my 
school for anything.

Elizabeth Brothers:
Playing for GRC has given 
me a con� dence that I didn’t 
have before and allowed me 
to develop as a player. I’m 
going to miss my teammates. 
Endings are bittersweet, but 
I can’t wait to see all that this 
team accomplishes in the 
years to come.

Nicole Davis:
Playing soccer has meant 
everything to me from the 
bonds that I have made with 
my teammates to stepping out 
on the � eld and giving it my 
all. Soccer is my safe place; 

when I step out on the � eld 
nothing else matters.
I will miss playing and
competing for a chance to 
win the district and region 
championships.

Bailey Ratli�  :
I’ve loved playing for GRC.
It has given me special friend-
ships and I will de� nitely miss 
playing with all my girls.

Chesney Burchett:
Playing for GRC has taught 
me how great it is to be a part 
of a team. All the girls I have 
played with have taught me 
so much through their hard 
work. I am going to miss all 
of them and being on the 
� eld with them.

Boys Soccer:
Joe Dolen:
Playing for GRC has given 
me the opportunity to meet 
my second family. What I’m 
going to miss most about 
soccer is hanging out with my 
brothers everyday and making 
memories with them.

Carter Smith:
 What playing for GRC has 
meant for me is that I have 
got to meet friends from
other schools and play

alongside a bunch of great 
people. It has also made me 
feel connected to a bunch of 
people that have helped me 
throughout my 4 years at this 
school. What I am gonna 
miss the most about GRC 
soccer is the memories over 
the past few years and the 
friends I have made.

Brandon Head:
Playing for GRC has given 
me an opportunity to play the 
sport I love and develop as a 
player. It has helped me grow 
as a person and leader as well 
as given me relationships and 
brothers for life. I’ve loved 
soccer since I was little, but 
now that I’m in high school 
it’s given me something to 
turn to on days where I’m not 
feeling the best. � e energy 
you get at big games given 
o�  by the crowd and student 
section is a feeling that can’t 
be replicated and is something 
that I am really going to miss.

Lucas Janes:
Playing on the team means a 
lot. � e best part of my day 
is playing with the team. I’ll 
miss playing with my friends 
the most.

Ben Riley:
Playing on this team has 
taught me a lot of things 
about brotherhood, hard 
work, and striving for success. 
I will miss all the people that 
are involved with the team, 
the atmosphere at the home 
games and support from the 
fans.

Andrew Carter:
GRC has meant a lot to me 
– making new friends, being 
part of a great program, and 
playing the sport I love. I am 
going to miss joking around 
and trash talking.

Josh Durham:
It has been a great experience. 
I’ve learned discipline and 
how to work as a team. I’ll 
miss all my teammates and 
the fun bus ride we had.

Cross Country:
Logan Dawson:
Running is a mental sport 
and it’s all about how much 
you put into it. I love all of 
the GRC cross county team 
and the biggest thing I’m go-
ing to miss is seeing the team 
get their personal records after 
watching them push them-
selves to the limit.

Photos submitted



Jackson McCormick
Mulitmedia Staff

Imagine having to work multiple 
hours a day for �ve days a week for 
one activity. Seems like a lot right?

Well, now imagine tripling that 
workload, then you would get what 
Clay Turley did in one week this fall.

Clay, a sophomore, plays three 
sports – golf, soccer, and football 
–  and he loves them all. He spends 
hours upon hours working, driving to 
become even better at all of his sports.

“I’ve played soccer since I was �ve 
or six, so about 10 years,” he said. 
“Golf for about six years, and then 
football, this is my �rst year.”

His years of experience and elite 
talent he has gained over the years has 
landed him starting positions on the 
varsity team for football and soccer. 
�roughout his many seasons in 
soccer and golf, plus his �rst season in 
football, he has won countless tour-

naments, scored in numerous games, 
was part of a golf state championship, 
and multiple other achievements.

“It’s gotten me in shape, that’s the 
main thing,” Clay said. “I can just run 
for days and that has helped me. I’ve 
got a lot more respect for the athletes, 
especially for football players because 
I see how much work they put in.
I de�nitely respect them more. I also 
respect all the multi-sport athletes out 
there because it’s hard.”

Clay’s parents have been a huge 
part of his success in his triple-sport 
agenda. 

“My parents have done a lot for me 
and are so supportive,” he says. “�ey 
take me everywhere because I practice 
every day. Without them, I couldn’t 
do it. No matter what, I know I can 
count on my family to be there when 
I need them.”

His friends have also been a crucial 
part of his sports journey.

“Without my friends, I wouldn’t 
have as much fun as I do out there on 
the �eld because they get me through 

everything good and bad,” says Clay. 
“�ey keep it fun.” 

Clay has his favorite and most 
inspirational professional athletes as 
well. He says watching Paul Pogba, a 
center mid�elder in soccer for Man-
chester United, Justin Tucker, kicker 
for the NFL Baltimore Ravens, and 
Rickie Fowler, a professional golfer, 
motivates him.

�e inspiration from these athletes 
has pushed Clay to practice and play 
at a higher level and persevere through 
his tough and rigorous schedule.

Before the soccer season ended, 
Clay’s weekly schedule was madness. 
“Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
I had soccer practice. Usually after 
that I would go home and get some 
kicking practice in because football 
would be over by then. Tuesday and 
�ursday were game days for soccer, 
so I went to football practice before 
and get some reps in.” Early in the 
fall, Clay also had golf thrown into his 
schedule every week.

Clay’s dream is to go on to the next 

level of competition and play college 
sports and eventually professional. His 
aspirations for the future of his sports 
career is to be a kicker in college, and 
to go as long and as far as he can with 
kicking in football. He aspires to kick 
for Vanderbilt University, since it is in 
the SEC and is strong academically.

Clay’s life is nothing short of busy 
and exciting. On top of all three of 
his sports, he has to balance a healthy 
amount of school as well.

“�e days that I do have home-
work, I do it before school starts in 
the morning,” Clay said.

It’s the commaraderie with team-
mates that makes it all worth it.

“�e thing I like most about being 
a multi-sport athlete is the support 
I get from my teammates,” Clay 
says. “Whatever sport it might be, 
my teammates are always right there 
cheering me on or hyping me up, 
and those moments are what I enjoy 
most.”

Hat-trick athlete, Clay Turley balances football, soccer, golf 

Photos by Cameron Anderson



Volleyball
GRC � nished 9-18, but only

graduate three seniors, so they’ll 
look to continue to improve under

new coach Kanain Hudson.

Boys Golf
 � e team � nished 
third in the region 
tournament. Jacob 
Settles quali� ed for 

All State and 
KHSAA state.

Girls Soccer
� e 40th District champs

advanced to the semi� nals of 
the region and � nished the 

season at 15-7. 

Girls Cross Country
� e girls team, 

dominated by 7th 
graders, � nished 
4th in the region 
and 22nd in the 

state. 

Boys Soccer
� e Cards were

district runner up 
and � nished the 

season 12-9-2. � ey 
advanced to the

region semis.

Boys Cross Country
� e boys team � nished 5th in

region and quali� ed for state where 
they � nished 28th as a team.

Logan Dawson was the top � nisher 
for the team. 

Football
� e Cards � nished 
the regular season 
3-8 and play in the 
� rst round of the 
playo� s tonight at 

Bryan Station.

Girls Golf
� e girls team � nished 8th in the 

region and had one team win. 
Aniston Culton was the top golfer, 

and quali� ed for the All-State
Tournament. 
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